


About Us
At Exampen.co, we believe that every learner carries the potential to achieve
distinction when provided with the right direction, authentic resources, and consistent
motivation. Our platform is dedicated to empowering students, researchers, and
competitive examination aspirants through credible, well-structured, and intellectually
enriching content designed to create meaningful academic impact.

In today’s highly competitive educational landscape, success is no longer determined
by effort alone. It demands strategic preparation, analytical thinking, conceptual
clarity, and disciplined consistency. Exampen.co serves as a bridge between ambition
and accomplishment by offering carefully curated study materials, current affairs
analyses, exam-focused guidance, and research-driven educational resources that
enable learners to perform with confidence and precision.

We are committed to fostering an environment where learning extends beyond
examinations—where individuals develop critical thinking, intellectual maturity, and
the confidence to excel in every sphere of life.

Our Mission
Our mission is to cultivate a global community of focused, resilient, and intellectually
driven learners who aspire not only to succeed academically, but also to evolve
personally and professionally.

 Through high-quality educational content and purposeful guidance, we aim to:
 Strengthen analytical and critical thinking abilities
 Encourage intellectual curiosity and independent learning
 Promote disciplined and strategic preparation
 Inspire confidence, consistency, and self-belief among aspirants

At Exampen.co, we seek to redefine modern preparation by transforming aspirations
into achievements and potential into excellence.

Editorial & Publication Information
© 2026 — Exampen.co | All Rights Reserved

No portion of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any
form without prior written permission from Exampen.co.

Crafted with purpose for learners, researchers, and aspirants worldwide.

For support and official correspondence:
support@exampen.co

Official Editorial Credits

mailto:support@exampen.co


Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Mr. Maooz Riaz

Editor-in-Chief
Mr. Maooz Riaz

Research & Policy Analysis Division
Exampen.co Research Department

Publication & Editorial Design
Exampen Creative Editorial Studio



WHAT THIS EDITION COVERS
INSIDE THIS EDITION— APRIL 2026

15 Exam-Critical Articles | Article plus MCQ Format | All 7 Categories

SECTION 1: POLITY

Article 1 — Pakistan as Iran–US Mediator: The Islamabad Talks

Article 2 — 27th Constitutional Amendment and Its Governance Implications

SECTION 2: ECONOMY

Article 3 — SBP's $1.43 Billion Bond Repayment and Pakistan's Debt Management

Article 4 — Pakistan's GDP Outlook 2026: IMF vs SBP Projections

Article 5 — CPEC Phase II: Industrial Upgrading and Export-Led Growth

SECTION 3: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Article 6 — US Naval Blockade on Iran and Pakistan's Energy Security

Article 7 — Pakistan–Saudi Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement

Article 8 — Pakistani Astronauts Selected for China's Tiangong Space Station

SECTION 4: DEFENCE AND SECURITY

Article 9 — Fatah-II Missile Test: Army Rocket Force Command

Article 10 — Pakistan Declares Open War Against Taliban: The TTP Threat

SECTION 5: ENVIRONMENT

Article 11 — Climate Vulnerability and the IMF Resilience and Sustainability
Facility

SECTION 6: SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Article 12 — SUPARCO's PRSC-EO3 Satellite Completes Pakistan's Remote
Sensing Constellation

SECTION 7: SOCIAL ISSUES

Article 13 — Youth Unemployment, Cost of Living and Declining Public Trust



Article 14 — Afghan Refugee Crisis and the IOM Crisis Response Plan 2026

SECTION 8: SCHEMES AND REPORTS

Article 15 — IMF World Economic Outlook April 2026 and Pakistan's Uraan
Pakistan Plan

EDITION FEATURES

 15 Exam-Critical Current Affairs Articles
 Each Article Includes Exam Questions with Answer Hints
 Covers All CSS and PMS Syllabus Categories
 Based on Verified April 2026 Events and Reports
 Prepared Specifically for CSS, PMS, FPSC and PPSC Aspirants

Published by Exampen.co Brain Bank Journal — April 2026 Edition CSS | PMS |
FPSC | PPSC Current Affairs Series



SECTION:
POLITY

Introduction

In April 2026, Pakistan
scripted one of its most
remarkable foreign
policy moments by
positioning itself as a
neutral mediator between
the United States and
Iran — two nations
locked in decades of
hostility. The formal
diplomatic channel,
popularly known as the
"Islamabad Talks,"
placed Pakistan at the
centre of one of the most
sensitive geopolitical
negotiations of the
decade. For a country
often described as a
reactive rather than
proactive foreign policy
actor, this was a defining
shift.

Background: Why
Pakistan?

Pakistan's selection as a
mediating venue was not
accidental. Islamabad
maintains functional

diplomatic relations with
both Washington and
Tehran — a rare
combination in today's
polarized world.
Additionally, Pakistan's
close ties with Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, and
China gave it credibility
as a broker acceptable to
multiple regional
stakeholders. Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif
and Army Chief Field
Marshal Asim Munir
jointly led the mediation
effort, reflecting the
civil-military consensus
behind this diplomatic
initiative.

Islamabad was placed
under strict security
lockdown — particularly
the Red Zone and the
diplomatic enclave — as
high-level delegations
from both the United
States and Iran arrived
for what was described as
a historic opening.

The Talks: What
Happened?

The negotiations lasted
21 hours and concluded
on April 12, 2026, at the
Serena Hotel, Islamabad,
without producing a final
agreement. Despite the
failure to reach a deal,
the very fact that
American and Iranian
negotiators sat across the
table on Pakistani soil
was regarded as a
diplomatic achievement
in itself. Chatham House
analysts described

Pakistan's facilitation as
evidence of its growing
maturity as a regional
power capable of
managing competing
great-power interests.

The Strategic
Context: Strait of
Hormuz Crisis

The talks were set against
an explosive backdrop.
On April 13, 2026 — just
one day after the talks
concluded — the United
States enforced a naval
blockade on Iran,
centered on the Strait of
Hormuz. This chokepoint
handles a critical share of
global oil supply and is
the primary maritime
route for Pakistan's own
energy imports, including
crude oil and LNG.

The blockade directly
threatened Pakistan's
energy security, raised
fears of fuel price spikes,
and deepened the circular
debt crisis in the power
sector. In response,
Pakistan moved naval
assets to patrol the Strait
of Hormuz — a
significant and
unprecedented step
signalling Islamabad's
willingness to assume a
Gulf security role,
possibly in exchange for
economic concessions
from Gulf states.

Criticism and Praise

The mediation drew both
applause and scepticism.



Critics questioned
whether Pakistan was
genuinely neutral or
simply leveraging the
crisis to extract economic
dividends from both
Washington and Tehran.
They also warned that the
Saudi-Pakistan Strategic
Mutual Defence
Agreement (SMDA) —
signed in September
2025 — complicated
Pakistan's credibility as a
neutral broker given
Riyadh's deep hostility
toward Tehran.

Supporters, however,
argued that Pakistan's
mediation reflected
diplomatic maturity,
echoing the roles
historically played by
Qatar and Oman in
sensitive regional
negotiations. They
contended that Pakistan's
geographic location, its
nuclear status, and its
relationships across the
US-China-Gulf triangle
made it uniquely
positioned for such a role.

Significance for
Pakistan

Beyond the immediate
talks, the Islamabad
negotiations carried long-
term strategic
significance for Pakistan
across multiple
dimensions.

On the economic front,
resolution of the Hormuz

crisis would stabilize
Pakistan's energy import
costs and ease pressure
on the current account
deficit. Diplomatically,
Pakistan's profile as a
responsible and proactive
state was elevated
considerably on the
global stage. In terms of
security, Pakistan's naval
presence in the Strait
marked a new chapter in
its Gulf security posture.
On the domestic front,
the civil-military
cooperation
demonstrated in
managing the talks
reflected a rare
institutional coherence
that Pakistan's
governance landscape
seldom displays.

Conclusion

The Islamabad Talks of
April 2026 may not have
produced a deal, but they
produced something
equally valuable — a
new image of Pakistan as
a diplomatic bridge-
builder in a fractured
world. Whether Pakistan
can sustain and
institutionalize this role
depends on resolving its
chronic domestic
challenges: economic
fragility, political
instability, and
governance deficits. As
scholars of international
relations often note, a
state's external credibility
is ultimately a reflection
of its internal coherence.

CSS/PMS
Exam
Questions

Question 1 — Essay /
Analytical Type

"Pakistan's mediation in
the Iran–US Islamabad
Talks of April 2026
represents a defining
moment in its foreign
policy evolution.
Critically evaluate
Pakistan's role as a
mediator, the strategic
compulsions behind it,
and the challenges it
faces in sustaining such
diplomatic engagement."

Hints to cover in answer:

 Background of Iran–
US hostility and
regional context

 Why Pakistan was
chosen as mediating
venue

 Role of PM Shahbaz
Sharif and Field
Marshal Asim Munir

 Strait of Hormuz
crisis and its impact
on Pakistan's energy
security

 SMDA with Saudi
Arabia as a
complicating factor
in neutrality

 Comparison with
Qatar and Oman as
established mediators

 Pakistan's domestic
constraints on
sustained diplomacy

 Conclusion:
transition from



reactive to proactive
foreign policy

Question 2 — Short
Answer / Conceptual
Type

"What is the strategic
significance of the Strait
of Hormuz for Pakistan,
and how did the US
naval blockade of April
2026 expose the
vulnerabilities in
Pakistan's energy security
framework?"

Hints to cover in answer:

 Definition and
geographic location
of the Strait of
Hormuz

 Pakistan's
dependence on Gulf
energy imports via
this route

 Impact of blockade
on oil and LNG
supply chains

 Connection to
circular debt crisis in
Pakistan's power
sector

 Pakistan's naval
response —
patrolling the Strait
of Hormuz

 Long-term policy
need for energy
source diversification

27th
Constitution
al
Amendment
and Its
Governance
Implications

Introduction

Pakistan's 27th
Constitutional
Amendment, passed in
early 2026, emerged as
one of the most
consequential and
controversial legislative
developments in the
country's recent
constitutional history.
Coming at a time of
heightened civil-military
tensions, judicial
assertiveness, and
political polarization, the
amendment reignited
fundamental debates
about the nature of
constitutional democracy
in Pakistan, the limits of
parliamentary power, and
the structural balance
between state institutions.

Background:
Constitutional
Amendments in
Pakistan

Pakistan has a long
history of constitutional
amendments that have
alternately strengthened

and weakened
democratic governance.
From the 8th
Amendment that
entrenched presidential
power under General Zia,
to the 18th Amendment
that restored
parliamentary democracy
and devolved powers to
provinces, constitutional
changes in Pakistan have
rarely been politically
neutral. The 27th
Amendment followed
this tradition — born out
of institutional pressures
rather than pure
legislative deliberation.

Key Provisions and
Debates

The 27th Amendment
addressed the structural
relationship between
constitutional institutions,
particularly around the
question of judicial
oversight, parliamentary
supremacy, and the role
of the military
establishment in
governance. Opposition
parties argued that the
amendment concentrated
authority in the executive
and weakened the
independence of the
judiciary — effectively
reducing institutional
checks on the ruling
coalition. Government
supporters countered that
it provided much-needed
constitutional clarity in
areas where ambiguity
had previously enabled
judicial overreach and
institutional friction.



The amendment also
attracted attention for the
manner of its passage —
critics alleged that
adequate parliamentary
debate was curtailed and
that the constitutional
threshold for
amendments was met
through political
maneuvering rather than
genuine consensus.
Dawn and Express
Tribune editorials
highlighted that
constitutional legitimacy
requires not just
procedural compliance
but substantive
deliberation and public
confidence.

Civil-Military
Relations Dimension

A recurring theme in the
debate around the 27th
Amendment was its
relationship to civil-
military dynamics. While
overt confrontation
between civilian and
military institutions had
reduced by 2026,
informal military
influence continues to
shape key policy areas.
Critics contended the
amendment formalized
certain informal
arrangements that limit
civilian oversight of the
military establishment.
This dimension made the
amendment particularly
significant for students of
governance, as it
intersected directly with

questions of democratic
consolidation and
institutional
accountability.

Federalism and the
18th Amendment

The 27th Amendment
also rekindled debate
about the 18th
Amendment —
Pakistan's landmark
decentralization
framework passed in
2010. Concerns were
raised that the new
amendment, directly or
indirectly, curtailed
provincial autonomy and
recentralized certain
functions at the federal
level. Defenders of the
18th Amendment argued
that any erosion of
devolution undermines
not just provincial rights
but the broader social
contract between
Pakistan's diverse
federating units.

Rule of Law
Implications

At its core, the
controversy around the
27th Amendment reflects
Pakistan's enduring
struggle with the rule of
law. A constitution
derives its authority not
merely from being the
supreme law but from
being genuinely
respected and applied
impartially by all
institutions. When
constitutional
amendments are

perceived as tools of
political expediency
rather than instruments of
governance improvement,
they erode public
confidence in the entire
constitutional framework.
In 2026, institutional
credibility in Pakistan
remains fragile — and
the 27th Amendment
added another layer of
complexity to an already
contested constitutional
landscape.

Conclusion

The 27th Constitutional
Amendment is more than
a legislative event — it is
a mirror reflecting
Pakistan's deeper
governance challenges.
Whether it ultimately
strengthens or weakens
constitutionalism
depends not on its text
alone but on how
institutions choose to
interpret, implement, and
respect its provisions in
the years ahead. For
CSS/PMS aspirants, it
serves as a rich case
study in the intersection
of law, power, and
democratic governance in
a developing state.

CSS/PMS Exam
Questions

Question 1 — Essay /
Analytical Type

"Constitutional
amendments in Pakistan



have historically served
political interests more
than governance needs.
Critically analyze the
27th Constitutional
Amendment of 2026 in
light of this assertion,
with reference to its
implications for rule of
law, judicial
independence, and civil-
military relations."

Hints to cover in answer:

 History of
constitutional
amendments in
Pakistan

 Key provisions and
debates around the
27th Amendment

 Judicial
independence and
parliamentary
supremacy debate

 Civil-military
relations dimension

 Impact on 18th
Amendment and
federalism

 Rule of law and
institutional
credibility

 Comparative
perspective with
other constitutional
democracies

 Conclusion:
constitutionalism
requires substance,
not just procedure

Question 2 — Short
Answer / Conceptual
Type

"How does the 27th
Constitutional
Amendment of 2026
reflect the broader
tension between

parliamentary
sovereignty and
constitutional checks and
balances in Pakistan?"

Hints to cover in answer:

 Concept of
parliamentary
sovereignty vs
constitutional limits

 Role of judiciary as
constitutional
guardian

 Opposition
arguments against the
amendment

 Government
justification and
constitutional process
followed

 Lessons from 8th and
18th Amendments

 Way forward for
genuine
constitutional
governance

SECTION:
ECONOM
Y
SBP's $1.43
Billion Bond
Repayment
and
Pakistan's
Debt
Management

Introduction

On April 7, 2026, the
State Bank of Pakistan
successfully executed the
repayment of an
international bond
totaling $1.43 billion —
one of the largest single
external debt repayments
in Pakistan's recent
financial history. Coming
at a time of cautious
macroeconomic
stabilization, this
repayment was seen as a
critical test of Pakistan's
debt management
capacity and its
credibility with
international financial
markets. Successfully
meeting the obligation
without seeking
rescheduling or
emergency support was
celebrated as a milestone
— but it also brought
Pakistan's underlying



debt vulnerabilities into
sharp focus.

Background:
Pakistan's External
Debt Crisis

Pakistan's external debt
stands at approximately
$130 billion, with debt
servicing consuming
nearly 48% of federal
revenues in recent
budgets. This level of
debt concentration in
servicing obligations
leaves minimal fiscal
space for development
spending, social
protection, and human
capital investment. The
country has repeatedly
sought IMF bailouts — a
pattern that critics argue
reflects structural failure
in revenue mobilization
and export generation
rather than temporary
liquidity problems.

The $1.43 billion bond
that fell due in April
2026 included a principal
amount of $1.3 billion.
Its repayment had been
watched closely by rating
agencies, bilateral
creditors, and multilateral
institutions as a signal of
Pakistan's commitment to
honoring external
obligations even under
domestic fiscal pressure.

How Was the
Repayment Made?

The repayment was made
possible through a
combination of carefully
managed foreign
exchange reserves, IMF
program disbursements,
and record remittance
inflows from overseas
Pakistanis — which
exceeded $31 billion in
2025. The State Bank
had been building its
reserve buffer over
several quarters, guided
by IMF program
conditionalities that
included floors on net
international reserves.
The successful
repayment also benefited
from the relative stability
of the Pakistani rupee
and moderated import
bills due to lower global
oil prices.

Market and
International
Response

International financial
markets responded
positively to the
repayment. Pakistan's
sovereign credit spreads
narrowed modestly,
reflecting improved
market confidence. The
IMF acknowledged the
repayment as consistent
with program targets and
praised the SBP's reserve
management. Rating
agencies, while
maintaining their
cautious outlook on
Pakistan, noted the
repayment as evidence of
improved debt
management discipline.

The Bigger Picture:
Structural
Vulnerabilities
Remain

Despite the positive
optics, analysts cautioned
against complacency.
Pakistan's debt-to-GDP
ratio remains near 75%,
and the country faces a
persistent cycle of
borrowing to repay
earlier borrowings. The
narrow tax base — with
fewer than four million
active taxpayers in a
country of 240 million —
means that revenue
mobilization cannot keep
pace with debt servicing
requirements without
continued external
support. Structural
reforms in taxation, state-
owned enterprise
performance, and energy
sector cost recovery
remain the real tests of
Pakistan's debt
sustainability.

Conclusion

The SBP's successful
repayment of the $1.43
billion international bond
in April 2026 was a
significant short-term
achievement in Pakistan's
debt management story.
However, it must be
understood in context —
as a milestone on a long
road rather than a
destination in itself.
Breaking the cycle of
debt dependence requires
not just meeting



obligations but building
the domestic revenue and
export capacity that make
external borrowing
unnecessary as a primary
financing tool.

CSS/PMS Exam
Questions

Question 1 — Essay /
Analytical Type

"Pakistan's successful
repayment of the $1.43
billion international bond
in April 2026 reflects
improved debt
management but not
structural economic
reform. Critically
evaluate Pakistan's
external debt situation
and propose a sustainable
debt management
framework."

Hints to cover in answer:

 Scale and
composition of
Pakistan's external
debt

 The April 2026 bond
repayment — how it
was achieved

 Role of IMF program,
remittances, and
reserve management

 Debt-to-GDP ratio
and debt servicing as
share of revenues

 Structural causes of
debt dependence —
narrow tax base, low
exports

 IMF conditionalities
and their impact on
fiscal space

 Proposed reforms:
tax broadening,

export-led growth,
SOE reform

 Conclusion:
sustainability requires
structural
transformation

Question 2 — Short
Answer / Conceptual
Type

"What factors enabled
Pakistan to repay its
$1.43 billion
international bond in
April 2026, and what
structural vulnerabilities
continue to threaten
Pakistan's long-term debt
sustainability?"

Hints to cover in answer:

 IMF program
disbursements and
reserve floor
conditions

 Record remittance
inflows exceeding
$31 billion

 Rupee stability and
lower global oil
prices

 Debt-to-GDP ratio
near 75%

 Narrow tax base and
low revenue-to-GDP
ratio

 Debt servicing
consuming 48% of
federal revenues

 Need for structural
reforms in taxation
and exports

Pakistan's GDP
Outlook 2026
— IMF vs SBP
Projections

Introduction

Pakistan's
macroeconomic
trajectory in 2026 is
defined by cautious
optimism — a phrase that
captures both the genuine
progress made in
economic stabilization
and the fragility that
continues to characterize
the country's economic
fundamentals. After
years of crisis
management marked by
hyperinflation, rupee
depreciation, and near-
default fears, Pakistan's
economy is showing
tentative signs of
recovery. Two key
institutions — the
International Monetary
Fund and the State Bank
of Pakistan — have
offered diverging
projections for GDP
growth, reflecting
different assessments of
the pace and durability of
this recovery.

The IMF Projection:
3.2% Growth

The IMF projects GDP
growth at 3.2% for
FY2026, grounded in a



cautious reading of
Pakistan's reform
implementation capacity.
The Fund's projection is
based on continued fiscal
consolidation, tight
monetary policy, energy
sector cost recovery
through tariff
adjustments, and
structural governance
reforms. The IMF's April
2026 World Economic
Outlook also noted that
global trade growth is
expected to slow to 1.8%
— a deglobalizing trend
that creates headwinds
for Pakistan's export
ambitions.

The SBP Projection:
Up to 4.75% Growth

The State Bank of
Pakistan takes a more
optimistic view,
projecting growth
approaching 4.75% if
continued gains in the
technology sector
materialize and
agricultural recovery
proceeds on track. The
SBP held its policy rate
steady at 10.5% in
January 2026 — a signal
of confidence in the
inflation trajectory while
acknowledging external
risks. The SBP's
optimism is anchored in
the rapid expansion of IT
exports, the stabilization
of the rupee, and the
anticipated boost from
CPEC Phase II industrial
activity.

Structure of
Pakistan's Economy
in 2026

Pakistan's economy in
2026 is predominantly
service-driven, with the
services sector
contributing
approximately 58% of
GDP. Manufacturing
accounts for 19%, led by
textiles which represent
8.5% of total output.
Agriculture contributes
23% of GDP despite
employing 40% of the
workforce — a stark
indicator of the sector's
low productivity.
Devastating floods in
2025 wiped 0.5% off
GDP and disrupted food
supply chains, pushing
inflation from 0.3% in
April 2025 to 6.1% by
year-end. The
agricultural sector's
vulnerability to climate
shocks thus remains a
significant
macroeconomic risk.

Key Growth Drivers

Remittances from
overseas Pakistanis —
exceeding $31 billion in
2025 — remain the
single most important
stabilizing force for the
current account. IT
services exports have
reached $3.2 billion
annually and are
expanding at double-digit
rates, representing a
genuinely new growth

frontier. CPEC Phase II,
with its focus on
industrial upgrading and
special economic zones,
is expected to catalyze
manufacturing activity if
governance and
implementation
challenges are managed
effectively.

Risks and Challenges

Despite positive
indicators, Pakistan faces
persistent structural
challenges. The current
account deficit is
projected at 3.5% of
GDP for FY2026,
necessitating continued
reliance on external
inflows. The fiscal deficit
averages 6-8% of GDP,
driven by subsidies,
defense expenditures,
and debt servicing.
Inflation, while
moderating, remains
sensitive to energy price
adjustments required
under the IMF program.
Political uncertainty
continues to deter private
investment, limiting the
private sector's
contribution to growth.

Conclusion

The divergence between
IMF and SBP projections
is not merely a statistical
disagreement — it
reflects fundamentally
different readings of
Pakistan's reform
capacity and institutional
resilience. For Pakistan
to achieve the higher end



of growth projections, it
must translate
stabilization into
structural transformation:
broadening the tax base,
diversifying exports, and
investing in human
capital. Without these
shifts, economic recovery
will remain shallow and
vulnerable to external
shocks.

CSS/PMS Exam
Questions

Question 1 — Essay /
Analytical Type

"Pakistan's GDP growth
projections for 2026
range between 3.2% and
4.75%. Critically analyze
the key drivers, structural
constraints, and policy
requirements for Pakistan
to achieve sustained and
inclusive economic
growth."

Hints to cover in answer:

 IMF projection of
3.2% and its basis

 SBP projection of
4.75% and optimistic
assumptions

 Sectoral composition
of Pakistan's
economy

 Role of remittances,
IT exports, and
CPEC Phase II

 Structural constraints:
fiscal deficit, current
account deficit,
narrow tax base

 Climate risk: floods
and agricultural
vulnerability

 Policy
recommendations for
sustained growth

 Conclusion:
stabilization must
lead to structural
transformation

Question 2 — Short
Answer / Conceptual
Type

"Why do the IMF and
SBP hold different GDP
growth projections for
Pakistan in 2026, and
what does this
divergence reveal about
Pakistan's economic
governance?"

Hints to cover in answer:

 IMF's cautious 3.2%
based on reform
implementation

 SBP's optimistic
4.75% based on tech
and agriculture
recovery

 Different institutional
mandates and
analytical
frameworks

 Pakistan's track
record of reform
commitment vs
execution

 Structural issues that
create forecast
uncertainty

 Importance of
institutional
credibility in
economic
policymaking

CPEC Phase II
— Industrial
Upgrading and
Export-Led
Growth

Introduction

The China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor,
launched in 2015 as a
flagship component of
China's Belt and Road
Initiative, entered a
qualitatively different
phase in 2026. While
CPEC Phase I was
primarily focused on
infrastructure
development — roads,
highways, ports, and
energy plants — CPEC
Phase II marks a strategic
pivot toward industrial
cooperation, technology
transfer, special
economic zones, and
export-led growth. This
shift has profound
implications for
Pakistan's long-term
economic trajectory,
though significant
implementation
challenges persist.

From Infrastructure
to Industrialization

The central promise of
CPEC Phase II is to
move Pakistan up the



value chain — from a
country that consumes
Chinese-financed
infrastructure to one that
produces goods for
regional and global
markets. Special
Economic Zones in
Punjab, Sindh, and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa are
intended to attract
Chinese and other
foreign manufacturers
seeking cost-effective
production bases. Sectors
targeted include textiles,
mobile phone
manufacturing, consumer
electronics, chemicals,
and food processing.

Express Tribune analysts
noted that CPEC Phase II
offers a timely
opportunity to prioritize
industrial upgrading and
technology transfer,
allowing Pakistan to
break out of low-value
production patterns and
integrate into global
engineering value chains.
This is the theoretical
promise. Whether
Pakistan can deliver on it
depends heavily on
governance quality and
investment climate.

Special Economic
Zones: Progress and
Gaps

Pakistan's SEZ
framework, governed
primarily by the Special
Economic Zones Act
2012 and managed

through the Special
Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC), has seen
slow progress in
attracting genuine
industrial activity. While
several zones have been
notified and basic
infrastructure developed,
the operationalization of
fully functional industrial
clusters remains work in
progress. Bureaucratic
delays, land acquisition
disputes, inconsistent
utility provision, and
security concerns in
certain regions continue
to deter potential
investors.

Debt Sustainability
Concerns

CPEC Phase II cannot be
discussed without
reference to the debt
burden inherited from
Phase I. Pakistan's
external debt stands at
approximately $130
billion, with a significant
portion attributed to
Chinese loans for energy
and infrastructure
projects. The IMF has
flagged that loan
repayments and
guaranteed returns to
Chinese equity investors
— set at 17% for power
projects — could offset a
significant share of new
FDI inflows under Phase
II. Pakistan therefore
faces the challenge of
managing Phase II
expansion while
servicing Phase I

obligations
simultaneously.

Technology Transfer:
Aspiration vs Reality

One of the most
frequently cited but least
concretely achieved goals
of CPEC has been
technology transfer from
China to Pakistan. While
Chinese firms have
established joint ventures
in some manufacturing
segments, the depth of
technology sharing has
remained limited.
Pakistani industry lacks
the skilled workforce,
research infrastructure,
and intellectual property
framework needed to
absorb and build upon
transferred technologies.
Addressing these gaps
requires sustained
investment in technical
education and vocational
training — areas that
have received insufficient
policy attention.

Conclusion

CPEC Phase II represents
Pakistan's most
consequential economic
opportunity of the decade
— but also its most
complex governance
challenge. The corridor's
success in this phase will
not be determined by the
scale of Chinese
investment alone but by
Pakistan's capacity to
create a functioning



industrial ecosystem:
trained workforce,
efficient regulatory
environment, transparent
contracting, and security
assurance. The transition
from infrastructure
recipient to industrial
partner is the true
measure of CPEC's
transformative potential.

CSS/PMS Exam
Questions

Question 1 — Essay /
Analytical Type

"CPEC Phase II promises
to transform Pakistan
from an infrastructure
consumer to an industrial
producer. Critically
evaluate the opportunities
and challenges of CPEC
Phase II with particular
reference to industrial
upgrading, technology
transfer, and debt
sustainability."

Hints to cover in answer:

 Phase I vs Phase II —
from infrastructure to
industrialization

 Special Economic
Zones: framework,
progress, and gaps

 Target sectors for
industrial cooperation

 Technology transfer:
aspiration vs reality

 Debt sustainability
concerns — Phase I
obligations and Phase
II ambitions

 IMF concerns about
returns to Chinese
investors

 Governance
requirements for

successful
implementation

 Conclusion: Pakistan
must be an active
participant, not a
passive recipient

Question 2 — Short
Answer / Conceptual
Type

"What are the key
differences between
CPEC Phase I and CPEC
Phase II, and why is the
success of Phase II
considered more
dependent on Pakistan's
domestic governance
capacity?"

Hints to cover in answer:

 Phase I:
infrastructure, energy,
roads, ports

 Phase II: SEZs,
industrial cooperation,
technology transfer,
exports

 Shift from Chinese-
led construction to
joint industrial
production

 Pakistan's governance
role in SEZ
management and
investor facilitation

 Skill development
and workforce
readiness as domestic
responsibilities

 Debt servicing from
Phase I constraining
Phase II fiscal space

SECTION:
INTERNA
TIONAL
RELATIO
NS
US Naval
Blockade on Iran
and Pakistan's
Energy Security

Introduction

On April 13, 2026, the
United States enforced a
naval blockade on Iran
— described by analysts
as one of the most
serious escalations in the
2026 Middle East crisis.
Centered on the Strait of
Hormuz, the world's most
strategically vital
maritime chokepoint, this
action sent immediate
shockwaves through
global energy markets
and posed direct and
serious risks to Pakistan's
energy security. For a
country already battling a
chronic energy crisis and
the consequences of
circular debt, the timing
could not have been more
challenging.

The Strait of
Hormuz: Strategic
Importance



The Strait of Hormuz
connects the Persian Gulf
to the Gulf of Oman and
the Arabian Sea.
Approximately 20% of
the world's total oil
supply passes through
this narrow waterway
daily. For Pakistan, it is
the primary maritime
route for crude oil and
liquefied natural gas
imports. Any disruption
to traffic through the
Strait directly translates
into supply shortages,
rising fuel prices, and
cascading effects on
electricity generation,
transportation, and
industrial production
across Pakistan.

Immediate Impact
on Pakistan

The US blockade on Iran
created immediate
uncertainty in Pakistan's
energy supply chain. Oil
tankers carrying
Pakistani cargo faced
route disruptions and
insurance complications.
Global oil prices, which
had moderated to
between $60 and $73 per
barrel in early 2026,
threatened to spike
sharply. The power
sector — already
burdened by circular debt
and legacy independent
power producer contracts
— faced fresh pressure.
Fuel costs for thermal
power plants, which still
constitute a significant
share of Pakistan's
electricity generation,

were expected to rise,
further widening the
circular debt gap.

Pakistan's Naval
Response

In an unprecedented
move, Pakistan deployed
naval assets to patrol the
Strait of Hormuz. This
decision carried
significant strategic
implications. On one
level, it signalled
Pakistan's emergence as a
Gulf security provider —
a role that could yield
economic dividends from
Gulf states seeking to
diversify their security
arrangements. On
another level, it risked
drawing Pakistan into a
direct military
confrontation with Iran at
a time when Islamabad
was simultaneously
positioning itself as a
neutral mediator in the
Iran–US talks.

Energy Security: A
Structural Problem

The Strait of Hormuz
crisis exposed what
analysts have long
identified as a
fundamental structural
weakness in Pakistan's
energy framework:
excessive dependence on
imported fossil fuels
routed through a single
chokepoint. Pakistan's
rapid expansion of solar
energy capacity offers
partial relief but is
insufficient to cover

baseload requirements.
Diversification of energy
sources — including
greater investment in
hydro, wind, nuclear, and
domestic gas exploration
— is essential to reduce
this vulnerability.

Conclusion

The US naval blockade
of April 2026 served as a
harsh reminder that
Pakistan's energy security
is hostage to geopolitical
developments far beyond
its control. Managing this
vulnerability requires
both immediate
diplomatic engagement
— as demonstrated by
the Islamabad Talks —
and long-term structural
reform of the energy
sector. For Pakistan, the
Strait of Hormuz is not
merely a distant
waterway but an
economic lifeline whose
stability directly
determines the welfare of
millions of its citizens.

CSS/PMS Exam
Questions

Question 1 — Essay /
Analytical Type

"The US naval blockade
on Iran in April 2026
exposed critical
vulnerabilities in
Pakistan's energy security
architecture. Analyze the
implications of the Strait
of Hormuz crisis for



Pakistan and propose a
comprehensive energy
security framework for
the country."

Hints to cover in answer:

 Strategic importance
of the Strait of
Hormuz globally and
for Pakistan

 Pakistan's
dependence on Gulf
energy imports

 Impact of blockade
on supply chains, fuel
prices, and power
sector

 Circular debt crisis
and its connection to
energy import costs

 Pakistan's naval
response and its
strategic implications

 Structural reforms
needed: solar, hydro,
wind, domestic
exploration

 Diplomatic
dimension: Islamabad
Talks as immediate
response

 Conclusion: energy
security is national
security

Question 2 — Short
Answer / Conceptual
Type

"What is the Strait of
Hormuz and why is its
stability of critical
strategic importance to
Pakistan's economy?"

Hints to cover in answer:

 Geographic location
and dimensions of the
Strait

 Share of global oil
supply transiting
through it daily

 Pakistan's specific
energy import
dependence on this
route

 Economic
consequences of any
disruption for
Pakistan

 Connection to power
sector, circular debt,
and industrial
production

 Need for energy
diversification to
reduce chokepoint
dependency

Pakistan–Saudi
Strategic Mutual
Defence
Agreement

Introduction

In September 2025,
Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif signed the Saudi-
Pakistan Strategic Mutual
Defence Agreement — a
landmark bilateral
defence pact that
formalized and expanded
a security relationship
that had existed
informally for decades.
By April 2026, as the
Middle East crisis
intensified and Pakistan's
mediation role between
Iran and the United
States deepened, the
SMDA's implications
became a subject of
intense strategic and
diplomatic analysis.

Historical Context:
Pakistan-Saudi
Defence Ties

Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia have maintained
close defence ties since
the 1960s. Pakistani
military personnel have
long served in Saudi
Arabia in advisory,
training, and operational
capacities. Pakistan
provided troops during
the 1979 Grand Mosque
seizure crisis and has
consistently been
regarded as Saudi
Arabia's most reliable
Muslim military partner.
These arrangements,
however, operated
largely outside a formal
treaty framework — a
gap that the SMDA
formally closed.

Key Provisions of the
SMDA

The agreement
formalized several
dimensions of bilateral
defence cooperation:
joint military training
programs and exercises,
defence equipment
transfers and co-
production arrangements,
strategic consultations on
regional security, and a
formal framework for
Pakistani military
personnel deployment in
Saudi Arabia. Economic
components of the
agreement tied defence
cooperation to Saudi
investment commitments
in Pakistan's energy and
agricultural sectors —
reflecting the
transactional nature of
the partnership.



Geopolitical
Complications

The SMDA created
immediate geopolitical
complications. Saudi
Arabia and Iran are
locked in a deep regional
rivalry that spans Yemen,
Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, and
the broader ideological
contest for leadership of
the Islamic world.
Pakistan's signing of a
formal defence pact with
Riyadh, followed months
later by hosting Iran–US
talks in Islamabad,
placed Islamabad in the
extraordinarily delicate
position of being
militarily aligned with
one side of the rivalry
while diplomatically
engaging the other.

Tehran viewed the
SMDA with concern,
questioning the
genuineness of Pakistan's
neutrality in the Iran–US
mediation. Saudi Arabia,
for its part, expected its
defence partner to
maintain a posture
broadly supportive of
Gulf security interests —
including the
containment of Iranian
influence. Navigating
these competing
expectations tested
Pakistan's diplomatic
agility in April 2026.

Domestic
Implications

Within Pakistan, the
SMDA drew criticism
from voices concerned
about entanglement in
Gulf conflicts and the
precedent of formal
military commitments
abroad. Supporters
pointed to the economic
benefits — Saudi
remittances, investment
pledges, and oil supply
arrangements — as
justifications for
deepening the defence
relationship. The
agreement also reflected
the growing role of the
military establishment in
shaping Pakistan's
foreign policy, with the
SMDA negotiated and
finalized under the
military's strategic
guidance.

Conclusion

The Saudi-Pakistan
Strategic Mutual Defence
Agreement represents
both an opportunity and a
constraint for Pakistan's
foreign policy. It deepens
a financially and
strategically important
bilateral relationship
while simultaneously
narrowing Pakistan's
room for maneuver in an
increasingly polarized
Middle East. Managing
this tension — between
alliance commitments
and diplomatic flexibility
— will define the quality
of Pakistan's strategic

leadership in the years
ahead.

CSS/PMS Exam
Questions

Question 1 — Essay /
Analytical Type

"The Saudi-Pakistan
Strategic Mutual Defence
Agreement of 2025
deepens an important
bilateral relationship but
complicates Pakistan's
neutrality in regional
diplomacy. Critically
evaluate the strategic
benefits and diplomatic
costs of the SMDA for
Pakistan."

Hints to cover in answer:

 History of Pakistan-
Saudi defence
relationship

 Key provisions of the
SMDA

 Economic benefits:
remittances,
investment, oil
supply

 Geopolitical
complications: Saudi-
Iran rivalry

 Impact on Pakistan's
credibility as Iran–
US mediator

 Domestic debate
within Pakistan about
foreign military
commitments

 Role of military
establishment in
foreign policy

 Conclusion:
balancing alliance
depth with diplomatic
flexibility



Question 2 — Short
Answer / Conceptual
Type

"How does Pakistan's
Strategic Mutual Defence
Agreement with Saudi
Arabia complicate its
position as a neutral
mediator in Iran–US
tensions?"

Hints to cover in answer:

 Nature of SMDA:
formal military
alignment with Saudi
Arabia

 Saudi Arabia and Iran
as regional rivals

 Pakistan's
simultaneous hosting
of Iran–US
Islamabad Talks

 Iranian concerns
about Pakistani
neutrality

 Saudi expectations
from its formal
defence partner

 Pakistan's diplomatic
balancing act in April
2026

Pakistani
Astronauts
Selected for
China's Tiangong
Space Station

Introduction

In April 2026, Pakistan
achieved a historic
milestone in its space
program when two
Pakistani astronauts —
Muhammad Zeeshan Ali
and Khurram Daud —

were selected as
candidates for China's
manned space program.
Currently undergoing
rigorous training in
Beijing, they are being
prepared for a potential
future mission to the
Tiangong space station
— China's permanent
space station in low Earth
orbit. This development
marks the most advanced
form of space
cooperation Pakistan has
ever undertaken and
reflects the deepening
strategic partnership
between Islamabad and
Beijing.

Background:
Pakistan's Space
Journey

Pakistan established
SUPARCO— the Space
and Upper Atmosphere
Research Commission —
in 1961, making it one of
the earliest space
agencies in Asia.
However, decades of
underfunding, limited
indigenous capability
development, and
dependence on foreign
satellite launches
constrained Pakistan's
space ambitions. In
recent years, cooperation
with China has
reinvigorated the
program. Earlier
milestones included the
launch of the PAKSAT
communication satellites
and the PRSC remote
sensing satellites. The
selection of Pakistani

astronauts for human
spaceflight training
represents a qualitative
leap beyond these earlier
achievements.

The Tiangong Space
Station

China's Tiangong space
station — meaning
"Heavenly Palace" —
became fully operational
in 2022 and orbits Earth
at approximately 400 km
altitude. It serves as
China's permanent
human presence in space
and a platform for
scientific research,
materials science, and
technology
demonstration. China has
invited partner countries
to conduct experiments
aboard Tiangong, and the
selection of Pakistani
astronauts signals a
deepening of the China-
Pakistan space
partnership that goes
beyond satellite launches
into human spaceflight.

Strategic
Significance

The selection of
Pakistani astronauts
carries significance
across multiple
dimensions.
Scientifically, it positions
Pakistan as a participant
in cutting-edge space
research conducted
aboard Tiangong.
Technologically, the



training process will
expose Pakistani
personnel to advanced
Chinese aerospace
systems and
methodologies.
Diplomatically, it
reinforces the China-
Pakistan strategic
partnership at a time
when both countries are
deepening cooperation
across defence, economy,
and technology. For
Pakistan's domestic
audience, it provides a
powerful symbol of
national scientific
achievement.

SUPARCO's PRSC-
EO3 Satellite
Connection

The astronaut selection
coincided with another
major SUPARCO
achievement — the
launch of the PRSC-EO3,
Pakistan's third electro-
optical remote sensing
satellite, which
completed the PRSC-
EOS constellation. The
satellite carries onboard
artificial intelligence
processing capabilities,
enabling real-time
analysis of imagery for
applications in urban
planning, disaster
management, food
security monitoring, and
environmental protection.
Together, the astronaut
selection and PRSC-EO3
launch signal a new era
of ambition for Pakistan's
space program.

Conclusion

The selection of
Pakistani astronauts for
China's Tiangong space
station is far more than a
symbolic achievement. It
represents the potential
for Pakistan to participate
meaningfully in the
rapidly expanding
domain of human space
exploration — a domain
with profound
implications for scientific
knowledge, technological
development, and
national prestige. For this
potential to be realized,
Pakistan must invest
consistently and
strategically in its space
infrastructure, education
system, and bilateral
space cooperation
framework.

CSS/PMS Exam
Questions

Question 1 — Essay /
Analytical Type

"The selection of
Pakistani astronauts for
China's Tiangong space
station in April 2026
signals a new chapter in
Pakistan's space
ambitions and its
strategic partnership with
China. Critically evaluate
the significance of this
development for
Pakistan's scientific,
diplomatic, and
technological future."

Hints to cover in answer:

 History of
SUPARCO and
Pakistan's space
program

 Nature and
significance of
China's Tiangong
space station

 Details of
Muhammad Zeeshan
Ali and Khurram
Daud's selection

 Scientific and
technological benefits
of human spaceflight
participation

 Diplomatic
significance for
China-Pakistan
relations

 PRSC-EO3 satellite
as complementary
achievement

 Domestic investment
needed to sustain
space ambitions

 Conclusion: space as
a frontier of Pakistan-
China strategic
partnership

Question 2 — Short
Answer / Conceptual
Type

"What is the Tiangong
space station and what
does Pakistan's
participation in China's
manned space program
signify for bilateral
relations and national
scientific development?"

Hints to cover in answer:

 Tiangong: meaning,
orbit altitude,
operational status
since 2022

 China's invitation to
partner nations for
space cooperation

 Pakistani astronauts:
names, training



location, future
mission

 Significance for
China-Pakistan
strategic depth

 Connection to
SUPARCO's broader
mandate

 Implications for
Pakistan's domestic
STEM ecosystem

SECTION:
DEFENCE
AND
SECURITY

Fatah-II Missile
Test — Army
Rocket Force
Command

Introduction

On April 28, 2026,
Pakistan's Army Rocket
Force Command
conducted a successful
training launch of the
Fatah-II — a 400 km-
range supersonic guided
missile system. The test
was a significant
demonstration of
Pakistan's growing
conventional precision-
strike capability and
reflected a deliberate and
sustained shift in the
Pakistan Army's
operational doctrine
toward rocket artillery
and guided munitions as
instruments of modern
warfare.

Background: Army
Rocket Force
Command

The Army Rocket Force
Command is a dedicated
formation within the

Pakistan Army
responsible for managing
and operating rocket and
missile systems below
the strategic nuclear
threshold. Its
establishment reflects
recognition that precision
conventional fires —
capable of striking deep
into adversary territory
without triggering
nuclear escalation — are
increasingly central to
modern military
operations. Between
2016 and 2026, the
Pakistan Army built a
substantial capacity for
precision firing across
armour, artillery, and
rocket force formations.

Technical
Specifications:
Fatah-II

The Fatah-II is a guided
multiple launch rocket
system with a range of
400 kilometers and
supersonic terminal
velocity. Its guidance
system enables it to strike
targets with high
accuracy at ranges far
beyond conventional
artillery. The 400 km
range allows it to engage
targets deep within
adversary territory —
covering significant
portions of strategic
depth — while remaining
below the classification
threshold of ballistic
missiles. This positioning
is significant: it provides
Pakistan with a powerful
conventional deep-strike



option that operates
outside the nuclear
deterrence framework.

Strategic
Implications

The Fatah-II test carried
dual strategic signalling.
First, it demonstrated to
domestic audiences
Pakistan's conventional
military modernization
and the Army's
investment in precision-
strike doctrine. Second, it
communicated deterrence
credibility to potential
adversaries —
particularly in the context
of India's own rapid
military modernization
and the doctrine of cold
start. The test occurred at
a time of heightened
regional tension, with
Pakistan's defence
minister having declared
open war against the
Taliban in late February
2026 and cross-border
operations ongoing along
the Afghan frontier.

Conventional
Deterrence vs
Nuclear Deterrence

An important conceptual
dimension of the Fatah-II
is its role in Pakistan's
conventional deterrence
posture. Pakistan's
nuclear deterrence —
managed by the Strategic
Plans Division under the
National Command
Authority — operates at
a different level. Systems

like Fatah-II are designed
to fill the space between
conventional artillery and
strategic missiles —
providing credible
options for deep
conventional strikes that
do not trigger nuclear
thresholds. This layered
deterrence approach
reflects sophisticated
military strategic
thinking.

Conclusion

The Fatah-II missile test
of April 28, 2026, is not
merely a weapons
demonstration — it is a
statement of doctrinal
direction. Pakistan's
investment in precision
rocket forces signals a
military that is
modernizing beyond
traditional approaches
toward a more
technology-intensive,
precision-fire-centered
operational capability.
For CSS/PMS aspirants,
understanding this
development requires
connecting it to broader
themes of deterrence
theory, conventional
military balance in South
Asia, and Pakistan's
defence industry
development.

CSS/PMS Exam
Questions

Question 1 — Essay /
Analytical Type

"Pakistan's development
of precision-guided
rocket systems like the
Fatah-II reflects an
evolution in its
conventional deterrence
posture. Critically
analyze the strategic
rationale, technical
significance, and regional
implications of Pakistan's
investment in precision-
strike capabilities."

Hints to cover in answer:

 Concept of
conventional
deterrence vs nuclear
deterrence

 Establishment and
role of Army Rocket
Force Command

 Technical
specifications of
Fatah-II: range,
guidance,
classification

 Strategic signalling:
domestic and
regional dimensions

 India's military
modernization and
cold start doctrine as
context

 Role of NCA and
Strategic Plans
Division at nuclear
level

 Pakistan's broader
defence industry
development
trajectory

 Conclusion: precision
conventional
capability as a
stabilizing deterrent



Question 2 — Short
Answer / Conceptual
Type

"What is the Fatah-II
missile system and how
does it fit within
Pakistan's layered
deterrence framework?"

Hints to cover in answer:

 Fatah-II: type, range,
guidance system,
classification

 Army Rocket Force
Command and its
role

 Distinction between
conventional and
nuclear deterrence

 Space between
artillery and ballistic
missiles that Fatah-II
occupies

 Significance of 400
km range in South
Asian strategic
context

 Connection to
Pakistan's broader
precision-fire
doctrine

Pakistan
Declares Open
War Against
Taliban — TTP
Threat

Introduction

In a dramatic and historic
reversal of Pakistan's
Afghanistan policy,
Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif announced
in late February 2026 that
Pakistan was in a state of
"open war" with the
Taliban — specifically
targeting the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan
operating from Afghan
soil. By April 2026, this
declaration had translated
into active cross-border
military operations and a
fundamental recalibration
of Pakistan's relationship
with Kabul. For a
country that had for
decades nurtured the
Afghan Taliban as a
strategic asset, this was a
moment of profound
policy reckoning.

Background:
Pakistan's Taliban
Policy

Pakistan's relationship
with the Afghan Taliban
is one of the most
complex and
consequential foreign

policy entanglements in
its history. For decades,
elements within
Pakistan's establishment
supported the Taliban's
political and military
ambitions in Afghanistan
as part of a strategy of
maintaining influence in
Kabul and preventing
Indian penetration of
Afghan strategic space.
When the Taliban
returned to power in
August 2021, Pakistan
initially welcomed the
development as
validation of its
Afghanistan policy. That
optimism proved short-
lived.

The TTP Problem

The Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan — the Pakistani
Taliban — is a distinct
but ideologically
affiliated organization
that has conducted
hundreds of attacks
against Pakistani security
forces, civilians, and
infrastructure since its
formation in 2007. The
Afghan Taliban's return
to power provided the
TTP with sanctuary,
resources, and
operational space within
Afghanistan. Despite
Pakistani requests and
diplomatic pressure, the
Afghan Taliban refused
to take meaningful action
against TTP leadership
and fighters operating
from Afghan territory.
This impasse ultimately



led to the February 2026
declaration of open war.

Military Operations
in April 2026

By April 2026, Pakistan's
military was conducting
cross-border artillery
strikes and aerial
operations targeting TTP
infrastructure within
Afghanistan. These
operations were justified
under the right of self-
defense in international
law but drew sharp
condemnation from
Kabul. The Afghan
Taliban denounced
Pakistan's military
actions as violations of
Afghan sovereignty, and
bilateral relations
descended to their lowest
point in decades.
Pakistan's western border
— already one of the
most challenging security
environments in the
world — became a
theatre of active military
conflict.

Strategic and
Diplomatic
Consequences

The open war declaration
created several
intersecting strategic
complications. It
effectively ended
Pakistan's policy of
strategic depth in
Afghanistan — a policy
that had shaped its
security calculus for over
three decades. It also

reduced Pakistan's
leverage over the Taliban
at a time when Islamabad
needed Afghan
cooperation on cross-
border trade, refugee
management, and
counter-terrorism.
Internationally, the
development drew
attention from the United
Nations and regional
powers, who called for
diplomatic resolution.

Conclusion

Pakistan's declaration of
open war against the
Taliban in 2026
represents both a policy
failure and a necessary
correction. It is a failure
because decades of
engagement with militant
groups as strategic
instruments ultimately
created threats that
Pakistan could not
control. It is a necessary
correction because the
TTP's violence against
Pakistani citizens and
security forces had
reached a level
incompatible with state
sovereignty and public
safety. The question for
April 2026 and beyond is
whether Pakistan's
military operations can
achieve security
objectives without
permanently foreclosing
the diplomatic options
needed for a durable
solution.

CSS/PMS Exam
Questions

Question 1 — Essay /
Analytical Type

"Pakistan's declaration of
open war against the
Taliban in 2026 marks
the collapse of its
decades-long policy of
strategic depth in
Afghanistan. Critically
analyze the causes,
consequences, and future
policy options available
to Pakistan in managing
the TTP threat."

Hints to cover in answer:

 History of Pakistan's
strategic depth policy
in Afghanistan

 Taliban return to
power in 2021 and
initial Pakistani
optimism

 TTP: origins,
ideology, and
distinction from
Afghan Taliban

 TTP attacks in
Pakistan and Afghan
Taliban's failure to
act

 February 2026 open
war declaration

 Cross-border military
operations in April
2026

 Diplomatic
consequences and
UN response

 Future options:
military pressure,
diplomatic
engagement, border
management

 Conclusion: security
cannot be achieved
through proxies



Question 2 — Short
Answer / Conceptual
Type

"What is the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan, and
why has it become the
central security challenge
for Pakistan in 2026?"

Hints to cover in answer:

 TTP: formation in
2007, ideology,
leadership structure

 Distinction between
Afghan Taliban and
TTP

 TTP's use of Afghan
territory as sanctuary
since 2021

 Scale of TTP attacks
on Pakistani security
forces and civilians

 Pakistan's failed
diplomatic efforts to
get Afghan Taliban
cooperation

 February 2026 open
war declaration as
policy response

SECTION:
ENVIRON
MENT
Climate
Vulnerability
and the IMF
Resilience and
Sustainability
Facility

Introduction

Pakistan stands among
the world's most climate-
vulnerable nations
despite contributing
minimally to global
carbon emissions. In
2026, this vulnerability is
no longer a future risk —
it is a present reality
shaping economic
performance, agricultural
output, public health, and
fiscal sustainability.
Recognizing this reality,
the International
Monetary Fund approved
a special arrangement for
Pakistan under its
Resilience and
Sustainability Facility,
aimed at addressing the
intersection of climate
risk and balance of
payments vulnerability.

Pakistan's Climate
Reality

The evidence of
Pakistan's climate
vulnerability is stark.

Devastating floods in
2025 inundated one-third
of the country's landmass,
wiped 0.5% off GDP,
disrupted agricultural
supply chains, and
pushed inflation from
0.3% in April 2025 to
6.1% by year-end. These
floods were not isolated
events — they followed
the catastrophic 2022
floods that caused over
$30 billion in damage.
Pakistan's glaciers in the
Hindu Kush, Karakoram,
and Himalayan ranges
are melting at an
accelerating rate,
threatening both flood
frequency in the short
term and water scarcity
in the long term.

The IMF Resilience
and Sustainability
Facility

The IMF's Resilience and
Sustainability Facility is
a financing instrument
designed for countries
facing structural balance
of payments risks
stemming from climate
change and pandemic
preparedness. For
Pakistan, the RSF
arrangement was set at
49.2% of quota,
equivalent to SDR 1
billion — approximately
$1.3 billion. The RSF is
structured around reform
measures that require
Pakistan to: prioritize
resilience to natural
disasters in public
investment planning,
integrate climate risk into



fiscal frameworks,
enhance climate spending
tracking mechanisms,
and strengthen the
governance of climate
finance.

Key Reform
Requirements

Pakistan's RSF
commitments represent a
significant reform agenda.
The country is required
to develop a strategic
framework for climate-
resilient infrastructure,
implement systems for
tracking and auditing
climate-related public
expenditure, and align its
National Development
Plans and Nationally
Determined
Contributions with
measurable climate
adaptation targets. These
requirements push
Pakistan toward a more
systematic and
accountable approach to
climate governance —
moving beyond project-
level interventions
toward institutionalized
climate risk management.

Energy Transition
and Solar Expansion

One positive
development in
Pakistan's climate
landscape is the rapid
adoption of solar energy.
Small and utility-scale
solar installations have
expanded significantly,
providing energy relief
and reducing dependence

on expensive fossil fuel
imports. However, legacy
independent power
producer contracts and
the circular debt crisis
continue to limit the
fiscal gains from this
transition. Accelerating
the energy transition
while managing the
financial overhang of the
old energy system
remains one of Pakistan's
most complex policy
challenges.

Conclusion

Pakistan's climate
vulnerability is not
merely an environmental
issue — it is an economic,
social, and security
challenge of the highest
order. The IMF's RSF
arrangement provides
both financing and a
reform framework, but
the real work of climate
resilience must be done
domestically: investing in
flood defenses, early
warning systems,
climate-smart agriculture,
and renewable energy.
Pakistan's future
prosperity depends as
much on its ability to
manage climate risk as
on its capacity to sustain
economic growth.

CSS/PMS Exam
Questions

Question 1 — Essay /
Analytical Type

"Pakistan is one of the
world's most climate-

vulnerable countries
despite being a minimal
contributor to global
carbon emissions.
Analyze Pakistan's
climate challenges in
2026 and evaluate the
effectiveness of the
IMF's Resilience and
Sustainability Facility as
a response mechanism."

Hints to cover in answer:

 Pakistan's ranking in
climate vulnerability
indices

 2025 floods: scale,
economic damage,
agricultural
disruption

 Glacier melt and its
dual threat: floods
and water scarcity

 IMF RSF: structure,
amount, and reform
requirements

 Climate spending
tracking and NDC
alignment

 Solar energy
expansion and
circular debt obstacle

 Domestic investment
needed: flood
defenses, early
warning systems

 Conclusion: climate
resilience as a
prerequisite for
economic stability

Question 2 — Short
Answer / Conceptual
Type

"What is the IMF
Resilience and
Sustainability Facility
and what are Pakistan's
key obligations under
this arrangement?"

Hints to cover in answer:



 RSF: purpose and
eligibility criteria

 Pakistan's RSF
arrangement: SDR 1
billion, 49.2% of
quota

 Reform measures:
climate-resilient
infrastructure
planning

 Climate spending
tracking and
governance
requirements

 NDC alignment and
development plan
integration

 Connection to
broader IMF
Extended Fund
Facility program

SECTION:
SCIENCE
AND
TECHNOL
OGY

SUPARCO's
PRSC-EO3
Satellite
Completes
Pakistan's
Remote Sensing
Constellation

Introduction

In April 2026, Pakistan's
space program achieved
a significant
technological milestone
with the successful
launch and orbital entry
of PRSC-EO3 — the
third electro-optical
remote sensing satellite
in SUPARCO's PRSC-
EOS constellation. The
satellite's entry into orbit
completed Pakistan's first
dedicated remote sensing
constellation, providing
the country with
continuous and
comprehensive earth
observation capability for
the first time in its space
history. Crucially, PRSC-

EO3 carries onboard
artificial intelligence
processing — enabling
real-time analysis of
satellite imagery without
requiring data to be
downloaded to ground
stations first.

Background:
SUPARCO and
Remote Sensing

SUPARCO launched
Pakistan's first remote
sensing satellite in
partnership with China as
part of the growing
bilateral space
cooperation framework.
Remote sensing satellites
capture high-resolution
images of Earth's surface
across optical and
infrared spectra,
providing data critical for
land use mapping,
agricultural monitoring,
disaster response, urban
planning, and defence
applications. With
PRSC-EO3 completing
the three-satellite
constellation, Pakistan
now has the capacity to
image any point in its
territory with revisit
times of less than 24
hours — a transformative
improvement over single-
satellite coverage.

AI-Powered
Onboard Processing:
A Technological
Leap

The most significant
innovation in PRSC-EO3



is its onboard artificial
intelligence processing
capability. Traditional
remote sensing satellites
capture raw imagery and
transmit it to ground
stations where analysis is
conducted — a process
that can take hours or
days. PRSC-EO3's AI
processor can analyze
imagery in real time
aboard the satellite itself,
identifying objects,
detecting changes, and
flagging anomalies
before data is even
downlinked. This
capability dramatically
reduces the time between
observation and
actionable intelligence —
critical for disaster
response and security
applications.

Applications for
Pakistan

The completed PRSC-
EOS constellation has
transformative
applications across
multiple sectors of
Pakistan's development
agenda. In agriculture, it
enables precision
monitoring of crop health,
irrigation patterns, and
pest infestations —
supporting food security
planning. In disaster
management, it provides
near-real-time flood
mapping, earthquake
damage assessment, and
landslide monitoring —
capabilities desperately
needed in a climate-
vulnerable country. In

urban planning, it tracks
urban sprawl,
infrastructure
development, and land
use change. In
environmental protection,
it monitors deforestation,
glacier retreat, and air
quality.

Defence and Security
Dimensions

Remote sensing satellites
also carry significant
defence and security
utility. High-resolution
imagery of border areas,
infrastructure, and terrain
supports military
planning, border
management, and
counter-terrorism
operations. The AI-
enhanced processing
capability of PRSC-EO3
is particularly relevant in
this context, enabling
faster exploitation of
satellite intelligence for
operational decision-
making. Pakistan's
development of an
indigenous remote
sensing constellation
reduces dependence on
foreign satellite imagery
providers for sensitive
applications.

Conclusion

PRSC-EO3's successful
orbital entry marks a
coming-of-age moment
for Pakistan's space
program. A complete
remote sensing
constellation with AI
processing capability

places Pakistan among a
select group of
developing nations with
serious earth observation
infrastructure. The real
test now lies in the
systematic integration of
satellite data into
government decision-
making — from
agricultural policy to
disaster management to
urban development.
Technology is only as
powerful as the
institutional capacity to
use it.

CSS/PMS Exam
Questions

Question 1 — Essay /
Analytical Type

"SUPARCO's completion
of the PRSC-EOS remote
sensing constellation
with the launch of PRSC-
EO3 in 2026 represents a
strategic asset for
Pakistan's development
and security. Critically
analyze the significance
and applications of
Pakistan's satellite remote
sensing program."

Hints to cover in answer:

 Background of
SUPARCO and
Pakistan-China space
cooperation

 Remote sensing:
concept, technology,
and applications

 PRSC-EOS
constellation: three
satellites, coverage
capability

 PRSC-EO3: AI
onboard processing



— significance and
applications

 Agriculture, disaster
management, urban
planning,
environmental
monitoring

 Defence and border
security applications

 Institutional capacity
needed to utilize
satellite data
effectively

 Conclusion: space
technology as a
development enabler

Question 2 — Short
Answer / Conceptual
Type

"What is the PRSC-EO3
satellite and how does its
onboard artificial
intelligence capability
represent an
advancement in
Pakistan's space
technology?"

Hints to cover in answer:

 PRSC-EO3: third
satellite in PRSC-
EOS constellation

 Electro-optical
remote sensing: what
it means

 Constellation
completion:
continuous earth
observation coverage

 Onboard AI
processing: real-time
analysis vs traditional
ground processing

 Speed advantage:
observation to
actionable data in
reduced time

 Applications in
disaster response,
agriculture, and
security

SECTION:
SOCIAL
ISSUES

Youth
Unemployment,
Cost of Living,
and Declining
Public Trust in
Pakistan

Introduction

Among the most pressing
and politically
consequential social
challenges facing
Pakistan in April 2026 is
the convergence of youth
unemployment, rising
cost of living, and a deep,
structural erosion of
public trust in state
institutions. These three
phenomena are
interconnected —
feeding one another in a
cycle that poses
fundamental risks to
social cohesion,
democratic stability, and
long-term national
development. For a
country where more than
60% of the population is
under 30 years of age, the
failure to address youth
economic exclusion is
not merely a social policy
failure — it is a national
security risk.

Youth
Unemployment:
Scale and Causes

Pakistan's youth
unemployment rate
remains one of the
highest in South Asia.
Millions of young
Pakistanis enter the
labour market each year,
but the economy's
capacity to absorb them
in productive, formal
employment falls far
short of demand. The
skills mismatch between
what educational
institutions produce and
what the labour market
requires is acute —
universities produce
graduates in disciplines
for which there is limited
formal employment,
while technical and
vocational skills in high
demand remain in short
supply. The informal
economy absorbs a
significant share of youth
employment, but at low
wages, without social
protection, and with
limited prospects for
advancement.

Rising Cost of Living

The inflationary
pressures of 2024 and
2025 — driven by energy
price adjustments,
currency depreciation,
and supply chain
disruptions — left deep
marks on household
budgets across Pakistan.
While inflation
moderated into 2026, the



cumulative price
increases of previous
years had permanently
reduced the real
purchasing power of
middle and lower-income
households. Food prices,
utility bills, and
transportation costs
remain significantly
elevated. The burden
falls disproportionately
on urban lower-middle-
class families — a
demographic with
growing political
consciousness and
declining tolerance for
government
underperformance.

Declining Public
Trust

Public trust in Pakistan's
institutions —
government, judiciary,
parliament, and civil
service — is at a historic
low across multiple
surveys and editorial
analyses. Dawn and
Express Tribune
commentaries in early
2026 consistently
identified a growing gap
between state narratives
and lived realities.
Citizens who have
experienced electricity
outages, inflation,
delayed justice, and
perceived selective
accountability no longer
accept official optimism
at face value. This trust
deficit is not merely a
communication problem
— it reflects genuine
governance failures in

service delivery, rule of
law, and economic
management.

Social Protection:
Insufficient Response

The government's
primary social protection
tool — the Benazir
Income Support
Programme, later
renamed and expanded
— provides cash
transfers to targeted low-
income households.
While valuable, these
programs are
insufficiently funded and
cover only a fraction of
the economically
vulnerable population.
The fiscal constraints
imposed by IMF program
conditionalities limit the
government's ability to
expand social protection
meaningfully. The result
is a situation where the
most economically
vulnerable citizens bear
the highest cost of
economic adjustment
without adequate
compensation.

Conclusion

The convergence of
youth unemployment,
rising costs, and
declining institutional
trust creates a volatile
social environment that
Pakistan's political
leadership cannot afford
to ignore. Short-term
social protection
programs provide relief
but not solutions. The

structural answer lies in
economic transformation
that creates productive
formal employment,
education reform that
aligns with labour market
needs, and governance
improvement that
rebuilds citizen
confidence in state
institutions. Without
these, social discontent
will remain a permanent
fixture of Pakistan's
political landscape.

CSS/PMS Exam
Questions

Question 1 — Essay /
Analytical Type

"The convergence of
youth unemployment,
rising cost of living, and
declining public trust in
Pakistan's institutions in
2026 represents a social
crisis with profound
political implications.
Analyze the causes of
this convergence and
propose a comprehensive
policy framework to
address it."

Hints to cover in answer:

 Pakistan's
demographic profile:
60%+ population
under 30

 Youth unemployment:
causes — skills
mismatch, low formal
job creation

 Inflation's impact on
real purchasing
power since 2024

 Cumulative cost of
living increases on



middle and lower-
income households

 Public trust deficit:
governance failures,
selective
accountability

 BISP and social
protection: scope and
limitations

 IMF conditionalities
limiting social
spending

 Policy framework:
education reform, job
creation, governance
improvement

 Conclusion: social
stability as a
prerequisite for
economic recovery

Question 2 — Short
Answer / Conceptual
Type

"How does youth
unemployment in
Pakistan connect to the
broader issues of skills
mismatch, informal
economy expansion, and
long-term social
cohesion?"

Hints to cover in answer:

 Scale of youth
unemployment in
South Asian context

 Skills mismatch:
education system vs
labour market
demands

 Role of technical and
vocational education
in addressing the gap

 Informal economy as
absorber of surplus
labour — limitations

 Social consequences:
frustration, political
disengagement,
extremism risk

 Policy response:
TVET reform, IT

freelancing, SEZ job
creation

Afghan
Refugee Crisis
and the IOM
Crisis
Response Plan
2026
Introduction

Pakistan hosts one of the
largest refugee
populations in the world
— a reality that has
defined its humanitarian
landscape for over four
decades since the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan
in 1979. In 2026, the
Afghan refugee situation
entered a new and
particularly complex
phase. The combination
of economic collapse in
Afghanistan under
Taliban governance,
continued TTP violence
spilling across the border,
and Pakistan's own
declaration of open war
against the Taliban
created a humanitarian
crisis that demanded
urgent and coordinated
international response.
The International
Organization for
Migration's Crisis
Response Plan 2026
provided the primary
multilateral framework
for managing this
challenge.

Scale of the Afghan
Refugee Crisis

Pakistan hosts an
estimated 3 to 4 million
Afghans — a
combination of registered
refugees, undocumented
residents, and recent
arrivals displaced by
conflict and economic
hardship under Taliban
rule. The Taliban's
governance since 2021
has produced economic
contraction, the
elimination of women
from the workforce and
education system, and
persistent human rights
violations that continue
to drive displacement.
Pakistan's own cross-
border military
operations in April 2026
added to the complexity,
with Afghan civilian
populations in border
areas facing threats from
both sides.

IOM Crisis Response
Plan 2026

The International
Organization for
Migration's Crisis
Response Plan for
Pakistan in 2026 is a
multilateral humanitarian
framework coordinating
the response of
international agencies,
NGOs, and the Pakistani
government to population
displacement driven by
the Afghanistan situation.
The plan addresses both
Afghan refugees in
Pakistan and Pakistani



nationals displaced by
floods and conflict. Key
components include
registration and
documentation of
undocumented Afghans,
provision of health and
education services,
livelihood support for
refugee communities,
and border management
assistance to the
Pakistani government.

Pakistan's Policy
Dilemma

Pakistan faces a profound
policy dilemma with
respect to Afghan
refugees. On one hand,
humanitarian obligations
under international law
and the practical reality
of decades of Afghan
settlement argue for an
orderly, rights-based
approach to refugee
management. On the
other hand, Pakistan's
own economic pressures,
security concerns about
TTP infiltration through
refugee populations, and
public sentiment
increasingly hostile to
continued Afghan
presence create pressure
for more restrictive
policies. The
government's 2023
repatriation initiative —
which urged
undocumented Afghans
to leave — was criticized
by international human
rights organizations as
coercive and
implemented without

adequate humanitarian
safeguards.

Humanitarian
Consequences of the
Open War
Declaration

Pakistan's declaration of
open war against the
Taliban in February 2026
and subsequent cross-
border military
operations created
additional humanitarian
pressures. Afghan
civilians in border areas
were caught between
Pakistani military
operations and Taliban
governance. The
disruption of cross-
border trade and
movement affected the
livelihoods of
communities on both
sides. International
humanitarian
organizations reported
increasing difficulty in
accessing conflict-
affected populations in
the border regions.

Conclusion

The Afghan refugee
crisis in 2026 is not
merely a humanitarian
challenge — it is a
reflection of Pakistan's
deepest foreign policy
dilemmas and the
consequences of decades
of strategic choices
regarding Afghanistan. A
durable solution requires
engaging simultaneously
on multiple fronts:

supporting Afghan
political stabilization,
maintaining humanitarian
obligations toward
refugee populations,
securing the border
against TTP infiltration,
and managing domestic
public sentiment. There
are no easy answers —
only trade-offs between
competing imperatives
that demand
sophisticated and
principled policy
leadership.

CSS/PMS Exam
Questions

Question 1 — Essay /
Analytical Type

"Pakistan's handling of
the Afghan refugee crisis
in 2026 reflects the
tension between
humanitarian obligations
and national security
imperatives. Critically
evaluate Pakistan's
refugee policy and the
role of international
organizations in
managing the crisis."

Hints to cover in answer:

 Historical context:
four decades of
Afghan refugee
presence in Pakistan

 Scale of current
refugee population:
3-4 million

 Taliban governance
and its role in
continued
displacement



 IOM Crisis Response
Plan 2026: structure
and objectives

 Pakistan's 2023
repatriation initiative
and international
criticism

 Security concerns:
TTP infiltration
through refugee
populations

 Open war
declaration's
humanitarian
consequences in
border areas

 International law
obligations: non-
refoulement principle

 Conclusion:
principled, rights-
based approach as the
only durable solution

Question 2 — Short
Answer / Conceptual
Type

"What is the IOM Crisis
Response Plan 2026 for
Pakistan and how does it
address the intersection
of Afghan refugee
displacement and
domestic conflict-related
displacement?"

Hints to cover in answer:

 IOM: mandate and
role in refugee and
migration
management

 Pakistan Crisis
Response Plan 2026:
scope and key
components

 Afghan refugees:
registration, services,
livelihood support

 Pakistan's internally
displaced due to
floods and conflict

 Border management
assistance component

 Coordination
between IOM,
UNHCR, and
Pakistani government

 Funding challenges
and gaps in
humanitarian
response

SECTION:
SCHEMES
AND
REPORTS
IMF World
Economic
Outlook April
2026 and
Pakistan's
Uraan Pakistan
Plan

Introduction

April 2026 brought two
significant planning and
analytical frameworks to
the forefront of Pakistan's
economic policy
discourse. The first was
the International
Monetary Fund's World
Economic Outlook for
April 2026 — the Fund's
flagship global economic
assessment, which laid
out the international
economic environment
within which Pakistan's
own recovery efforts
must be understood. The

second was Pakistan's
domestically conceived
Uraan Pakistan Plan —
the government's
medium-term economic
vision organized around
five strategic priorities.
Together, these two
frameworks define the
external constraints and
internal aspirations
shaping Pakistan's
economic trajectory in
2026.

IMF World
Economic Outlook:
April 2026

The IMF's April 2026
World Economic
Outlook painted a
cautious picture of the
global economy. Global
trade growth was
projected at just 1.8% —
down from 2.5% in 2025
— reflecting a broader
trend of deglobalization,
trade fragmentation, and
protectionist impulses
across major economies.
Global growth was
similarly subdued, with
the IMF projecting a
modest expansion
constrained by high debt
levels, tight monetary
conditions in advanced
economies, and
geopolitical uncertainty
from multiple active
conflicts.

For Pakistan specifically,
the WEO highlighted that
the external environment
would remain



challenging. Lower
commodity prices —
particularly oil —
provided some relief for
Pakistan's import bill, but
declining export demand
from key markets
constrained the country's
trade earnings. The report
reinforced the IMF's
cautious 3.2% growth
projection for Pakistan,
emphasizing that the
downside risks to growth
remained significant if
structural reforms stalled
or geopolitical shocks
intensified.

The Uraan Pakistan
Plan: Five Strategic
Pillars

The Uraan Pakistan Plan
represents the Pakistani
government's medium-
term economic vision —
a comprehensive
framework organized
around five strategic
priorities known as the
5Es: Exports, IT and
digital economy,
Environment and climate
resilience, Energy
security, and Equity and
social protection. The
plan was designed to
provide a coherent
strategic direction for
Pakistan's economic
development beyond the
immediate stabilization
phase of the IMF
program.

The Exports pillar
focuses on diversifying
Pakistan's export base
beyond textiles,

increasing value addition,
and penetrating new
geographic markets in
Africa, Southeast Asia,
and Central Asia. The IT
and digital economy
pillar aims to scale IT
service exports from $3.2
billion toward an
ambitious multi-billion
dollar target, leveraging
Pakistan's large and
young population of
digital-capable workers.
The Environment pillar
addresses climate
adaptation, renewable
energy transition, and
climate-smart agriculture.
The Energy pillar targets
reduction of circular debt,
rationalization of the
power sector, and
acceleration of renewable
energy deployment. The
Equity pillar covers
social protection
expansion, poverty
reduction, and human
development investment.

Alignment with IMF
Program

The Uraan Pakistan Plan
is broadly aligned with
the structural reform
requirements of
Pakistan's IMF Extended
Fund Facility program,
though tensions exist
between the plan's
development ambitions
and the IMF's fiscal
consolidation
requirements. Expanding
social protection,
investing in climate
infrastructure, and
subsidizing IT sector

growth all require public
expenditure that must be
balanced against the
primary surplus targets
embedded in the IMF
program. This tension
between development
ambition and fiscal
discipline is a defining
challenge of Pakistan's
economic management in
2026.

Critical Assessment

While the Uraan Pakistan
Plan represents an
ambitious and coherent
strategic vision, critics
note that Pakistan has a
long history of well-
designed plans that fail at
the implementation stage.
The plan's success
requires not just policy
design but institutional
capacity, political
commitment, and
consistent execution —
qualities that Pakistan's
governance system has
historically struggled to
sustain across
administrations and
political cycles. Express
Tribune commentators
noted that the real
challenge lies not in
identifying priorities but
in executing them within
a fragile governance
environment.

Conclusion

The IMF World
Economic Outlook and
the Uraan Pakistan Plan
together define the dual
reality of Pakistan's



economic position in
April 2026: a challenging
external environment
demanding caution and a
domestic vision
demanding ambition. The
art of economic
governance lies in
navigating between these
two imperatives —
maintaining the fiscal
discipline needed to
sustain international
credibility while
investing strategically in
the structural
transformation needed
for sustainable growth.
Pakistan's success in
2026 and beyond will be
measured by how
effectively it manages
this balance.

CSS/PMS Exam
Questions

Question 1 — Essay /
Analytical Type

"Pakistan's Uraan
Pakistan Plan represents
an ambitious medium-
term economic vision,
but its implementation
faces significant
challenges from external
economic headwinds and
domestic governance
constraints. Critically
evaluate the Uraan
Pakistan Plan in light of
the IMF World
Economic Outlook April
2026."

Hints to cover in answer:

 IMF WEO April
2026: global trade

growth at 1.8%,
deglobalization trend

 Impact of global
economic slowdown
on Pakistan's export
ambitions

 Uraan Pakistan Plan:
origin, purpose, and
five pillars — 5Es

 Exports:
diversification
strategy and target
markets

 IT and digital
economy: current
exports at $3.2 billion
and growth targets

 Environment: climate
adaptation and
renewable energy

 Energy: circular debt
resolution and sector
rationalization

 Equity: social
protection and human
development

 Tension between
development
ambition and IMF
fiscal discipline

 Implementation
challenge: Pakistan's
history of plan-
execution gap

 Conclusion: vision is
necessary but
execution is decisive

Question 2 — Short
Answer / Conceptual
Type

"What are the five pillars
of Pakistan's Uraan
Pakistan Plan and how
does each address a
structural weakness in
the country's economy?"

Hints to cover in answer:

 Exports: narrow
export base
concentrated in low-
value textiles

 IT and digital
economy:

underutilized young
population and tech
talent

 Environment: climate
vulnerability
threatening growth
and agriculture

 Energy: circular debt
and energy shortages
constraining industry

 Equity: social
inequality
undermining human
capital development

 Connection of each
pillar to IMF program
requirements

 Assessment: which
pillars are most
advanced in
implementation



Message from Exampen.co

Brain Bank Journal – April 2026 Edition

It is with great pride and intellectual satisfaction that we present the April 2026
Edition of the Brain Bank Journal, a meticulously curated resource designed for
aspirants of CSS, PMS, and other competitive examinations.

In an age defined by rapid global transformation and overwhelming information flow,
aspirants do not merely require access to news—they require structured
understanding, analytical clarity, and exam-oriented interpretation. This journal
has been thoughtfully developed to fulfill that need by transforming complex
developments into coherent, relevant, and examination-focused insights.

This edition highlights the most significant political, economic, social, technological,
and international developments of April 2026, carefully selected in alignment with
FPSC and PPSC examination patterns, analytical trends, and recurring thematic
demands. Each topic has been presented with the aim of strengthening conceptual
understanding, critical reasoning, and effective answer formulation, all of which
are essential for competitive success.

We strongly encourage readers to engage with this journal not as a passive reading
material, but as a strategic learning instrument—a tool for revision, analytical
development, and structured thinking. True excellence in competitive examinations is
achieved not by memorization alone, but through depth of insight, clarity of thought,
and the ability to interlink contemporary issues with analytical precision.

We hope this April Edition serves as a meaningful companion in your preparation
journey and contributes to your intellectual refinement and academic confidence.

May your discipline, consistency, and focused effort continue to guide you toward
excellence.

Wishing you clarity, confidence, and success in every step of your preparation.

— Exampen.co | Editorial Board
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